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Farmers Market. ... r..

vendors face outward under the
big sheds so marketgoers can
peruse fresh produce and personal
care items along the perimeter
without having to worry about
being in an enclosed space.

“We have the hand
sanitizing station, a handwashing
station as you come in up there,”
Market Manager Mickey
Cummings. “Everyone is
facing out, and we are trying to
maintain social distancing. I get
on the microphone about every 30
minutes and ask people to please
maintain their social distancing.

“We have plenty of hand
sanitizing agents that we can
loan people, and we are asking
the vendors not to use any used
bags or anything like that. We
purchased a bunch of bags that
they can use.

“Every year, we use
advertising to make a big push
all across North Georgia, but this
year, we are trying to concentrate
on local advertising, because
it would be very difficult to
maintain social distancing with
5,000 or 6,000 people here.
Today, we are going to have over
athousand, but we are doing what
we can.”

These precautions will be
in place at the Farmers Market for
alittle while longer as the market
evaluates the situation and moves
forward with getting back to a
more normal season.

“We plan on operating
this way for a couple of weeks
until we see what the governor
is saying and we see how things
go here,” Cummings said. “At
some point, I’m not sure when,

we will bring back a few more
vendors. And I’'m hoping by the
end of the month we will have
all of our vendors in place. Right
now, it is just agriculture-related
vendors and those that are selling
personal hygiene products.

“Call this strange, but I
knew I had to get up early, and
it was like I was a little kid at
Christmas — I woke up at 3 in
the morning, ready to go. We are
just thankful that we can start this
again, and it is really important
that we do this safely. We don’t
want our country to suffer any
more economically, so we have
to open back up, but we are going
to do it in a way that is safe to
the public.”

One vendor,Joy Nywening,
sold handmade masks at the
market for people still in need
of them.

“I started making the
masks because of the virus,

Capt. Kiser...from Page 1A

Kiser said. “I accepted that
command position, and that
brings me to what happened to
go to New York.

“I was contacted by the
429th (Multifunctional Medical
Battalion) in Savannah, and
when all this COVID stuff
started, they started putting
together what they call Task
Force,” Kiser said. “They
contacted me — my unit is a
medical unit, and we have
occupational therapists, medics,
nurses and so on.

“They were looking
for nurses, medics and
occupational therapists to pull
from my unit, so I was able
to fulfill everything except
occupational therapist. There
was a substitution list. In other
words, you could take a physical
therapist and substitute them in
as an occupational therapist,
and you could take a nurse and
put them into the occupational
therapist position.”

With his recent
experience combating the
virus, Kiser recommends that
people continue taking the
appropriate safety precautions
until things begin to return to
some semblance of normal.

“I think this virus is
going to remind everybody
how important good hygiene
is,” Kiser said. “That is going to
be the No. 1 takeaway from all
of this. I think wearing gloves
when you are pumping gas and
wearing gloves when pushing

Kiser was glad to get home to his family on May 24 — and a

warm welcome home it was.

the cart through the store are
going to be very important.
“Until we get to some
kind of normal, I think a mask
is going to be important when
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you are in a crowded venue
with more than 15 or 20 people,

like in a church, especially if

you are sick.”

and it has taken many, many
different patterns to make these
fitted ones, which are everyone’s
favorites,” Nywening said. “They
are all made with three layers,
two of cotton and one of the filter
over the nosepiece, and they are
machine washable. I plan to be
here every week selling them
with a bigger selection.

“I usually have purses and
stuff here, but I have been sewing
and stitching since I was a little
girl. People told me that I had to
make some masks, so I put aside
my purses and started making
the masks. I had a lot of masks
this morning, and people have
been really interested in getting
them.”

Produce vendors are still
working on getting more products
to sell but are having to make do
until the weather improves.

“I have peaches and
cantaloupe here today, that is all
I could come out and sell,” Ray
Long said. “At my fruit stand in
town I sell everything. I am up
there by O’Reilly, and I have been
up there 38 years and been up
here at the Farmers Market ever
since it opened. This season is
alright, but it could be better. We
have had people come through,
and that is good.”

Visitors to the market are

The Union County Farmers Market opened for the season on

June 6, and plenty of people were happy to get back to buying

fresh local produce.

happy to once again have a
place to buy locally grown fresh
produce and supplies, which
in many ways is preferable to
having to go into crowded stores
right now.

“I love markets and fresh
local food,” said Daniel Bennett
from Lawrenceville. “The
vendors here are concerned about
our safety, and we get to support
them because they were working
during the shutdown to make sure
they could sell here.

“T was talking to a few of
them, and things like this are their
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main source of income during the
season. I think it is great to see all
the people out here supporting
local growing, and I would take
this over the stuff in stores any
day.”

Moving forward, the
market will be open every
Tuesday from 2-5 p.m. and
Saturday from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Until further notice, there will be
no special customer events at the
market, like the Honeybee Jubilee
or free tomato sandwich day, and
vendors will not be handing out
samples.

& LocAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

~FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~
Forming through Finishing, House Slabs,
Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped
Colored Concrete. Top Quality Work!
Blg Jobs and Small Jobs! ¢ Insured

See photos on Facebook under Lee Montgomery

- Call 706-781-1806

(AFNS BN FURNISHNGS

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We've Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA
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Taylor Insurance Group
WE DO WHAT

OTHERS
PROMISE

770-298-9161 phitext
1-706-400-5754 Fax

tom@tomtaylorinsurancegroup.com

Tom Taylor
YOUR LICENSED LOCAL AGENT

Medicare
Advantage Plans
Supplements, Life,

Under 65 Health Plans,
Dental

L

& EXCAVATING

Grading, Dump Truck, Gravel,
Dirt, Driveways, Underbrushing,
Lot Clearing, Water Lines, Basements

No Job Too Small - FREE Estimates
Locally Owned & Operated

706-897-0411

RECOVE
WAL 2 0VER),
N
PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

MEGASTONE

E’ PA RENTAL
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BUY-SELL-TRADE-CONSIGN

IZ VINTAGE, NEW AND USED
GUITARS, AMPS, EFFECTS

GUITAR, PlANO, BANJO, BASS
UKULELE, DRUM LESSONS

E/ INSTRUMENT REPAIR

404.310.9356 - 44B Town Square - Blairsville, GA 30512

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

706-897-6981 |

Blairsville, Ga.

THE TRI-STATE AREA OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA,
NORTH GEORGIA & EASTERN TENNESSEE
Mobile glass replacement services for windshields,
door glass, back glass and sliders and vent glass.

553 BLUE RIDGE STREET
BLAIRSVILLE, GA 30512

reY
L_f_a

Sugar Magnolia

Mon.-Fri
gam-5pm
Sat.
10am-3pm (-

Gifts and Interiors
267 B Cleveland St, Blairsville
Backside of the Nationwide Bldg.

(706)230-9100

NS _]ewelry

Home Decor
orever Flowers

lic Dishware

(706) 745-0264

Michelin

£l Uniroyal

Oscar Thomas - Owner

Specializing In:
Alignment « Computer Balancing
Brakes * Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
Qil Changes

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Kieth Prentice Heating and Air LLC

376A HLLY 515E

Prentice
Ouwner  Phone 706-745-9655

kigthcomfortconsuitan ilcom  Fax7

Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Views

Gibson Land Service

Travis Gibson

*1706-897-8564

Tree Removal
Bucket Truck
Grading

24 Hour Service

Worker’s Compensation Insurance

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478
Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation
Maintenance

“We go the extra mile”

7>

TUFSTUF |

L.

tover’s Law n

e

IMPROVEMENTS

“May you have joy in the work of the LORD”
Remodeling « Painting
Yard Maintenance
& Much More

V&) KELLEY HOME
ﬁl

Mark A. Kelley, Owner

706-897-9485
FREE ESTIMATES

ACKY JONE

Ford  Hayesville, NC + 888.342.2282 « Chevrolet «Murphy, NC « 888.614.8960
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram ¢ Hayesville, NC « 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC « 828.369.5003

AUTOMOTIVE

We Make Buying Easy!

JACKYJONES.NET




